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Report on Anti-Semitic Content and Incitement Against Israel at
the Department of Architecture at ETH Zurich

Introduction

This report documents the misuse of academic resources and platforms at the
Department of Architecture at ETH Zurich to disseminate content that is directed against
the State of Israel and promotes anti-Semitic stereotypes. The materials analyzed, as
evidenced in a series of screenshots, originate both from external websites that were
accessible via ETH links and from materials directly accessible through the Department of
Architecture at ETH. This content contributes to demonizing the image of Israel and
denigrating Jewish people by distorting historical facts and propagating one-sided
narratives that focus exclusively on the Palestinian point of view. The extent of the
propaganda as described here is unparalleled in any other conflict and demonstrates a
unique focus on and against Israel.

The aim of this report is to highlight the seriousness of this propaganda, which not only
aims to provide a politically one-sided portrayal of the Middle East conflict, but also
deliberately incites hatred and hostility towards Israel and the Jewish people. The report
is divided into different sections, using screenshots to show how this content is systematic
and supported.

Antisemitism today comes in various forms, and one of the more subtle yet dangerous
forms is the so-called "new antisemitism", in which hatred against Jews is expressed not
directly, but through the delegitimization of the state of Israel and the spread of
disinformation. Such practices are not only dangerous for the Jewish community in Israel
and worldwide, but also for the academic environment, which depends on freedom,
tolerance and respectful discourse.

In the context of an international academic institution such as ETH Zurich, it is of the
utmost importance that scientific discourse is balanced and based on facts. Academic
freedom does not mean that propaganda or hate speech can be tolerated, but that it must
be challenged in the spirit of critical and pluralistic thinking. However, when a platform is
provided for clearly biased and defamatory content against Israel, this must be considered
a serious problem that undermines academic standards and the fundamental values of an
open society.

The following sections of this report analyze the specific content documented in the
screenshots provided. Each screenshot is examined in terms of the type of content
presented and its anti-Semitic or anti-Israel bias. Particular attention is paid to how this
content contributes to the spread of prejudice and false information about Israel and the
Jewish people.



In addition, the extent to which this content is legitimized by linking or distribution via
platforms of the Department of Architecture ETH Zurich is examined.

The information contained in the screenshots ranges from defamatory articles about the
Israeli army to distorted historical accounts of the Middle East conflict. These materials
promote a one-sided narrative that portrays Israel as the sole aggressor and the
Palestinian people as the sole victims, without considering the complexity of the conflict
or Israel's legitimate security interests. Such content not only ignores the historical facts,
but also promotes a culture of hostility and mistrust towards Israel and Jews in general.

This report will detail the individual pieces of evidence and highlight the ways in which
this content contributes to the spread of hate and prejudice. It will conclude by setting
out what is expected to be done to deal with such content in the future, to preserve its
academic integrity and to create an environment free from antisemitism and hate speech.

Methodology and Content

The data in this report comes from a series of archived web pages and links that were
originally published or forwarded by the Department of Architecture at ETH Zurich. These
pages, which were previously publicly accessible, have been backed up over time by web
archive services such as the Wayback Machine. This archiving process ensures that the
content remains accessible to enable accurate analysis and review. However, it is notable
that the Department of Architecture ETH Zurich has deleted web pages following written
requests for this content, giving the impression that the materials should be removed from
the public domain.

The analysis of this content shows a clear anti-Israeli and anti-Semitic tendency. In
particular, the deletion of the problematic websites contradicts the standards of an
academic institution that should be committed to transparency and education. In a
written reply, Mr. Borer, Head of University Communications at ETH, emphasized that
"freedom of opinion and freedom of teaching and research" are of great importance.
However, freedom of opinion and freedom of teaching were never called into question.
The crucial point is that the websites were actively deleted instead of facing an open
discussion. Mr. Borer's assertion that the Internet itself has an archive function, and that
content can therefore not be deleted contradicts the measures that were taken to actively
remove this content from the Internet.

To verify the authenticity and responsibility of the content, a team from the Swiss Israeli
Society (GSI) carried out extensive research, including downloading and checking all
relevant archived data (Wayback Machine) up to 2024. In some cases, authors and
responsible persons from the Department of Architecture at ETH Zurich who were
involved in the publication of these materials were identified.



However, there were also cases in which it was not possible to identify the authors due to
insufficient or concealed information.

This report documents numerous examples of content that purposefully promotes hatred
and hostility towards Israel and the Jewish people and shows how the Department of
Architecture ETH Zurich is trying to evade confrontation by deleting these materials. All
screenshots for this report were taken on October 8 and 9, 2024.

Evidence of Anti-Semitic and Anti-Israeli Content from the
Department of Architecture at ETH Zurich

Analysis of the Seminar Week "Landna(h)me: An Excursion to Israel and the
Palestinian Autonomous Territories"

The first screenshots provided document an excursion by the Department of Architecture
at ETH Zurich entitled "Landna(h)me: An excursion to Israel and the Palestinian
Autonomous Territories". The title indicates a problematic presentation of the topic, as
the term "Landna(h)me" (land grab) contains an implicit attribution of blame to Israel and
supports the narrative of an illegal occupation. This anchors a one-sided view that distorts
the complex geopolitical background of the region.

In terms of content, the program of the seminar week focuses strongly on Palestinian
narratives and invites speakers such as Alessandro Petti and Sandi Hilal, who are known
for their anti-Israeli positions. The lecture title "Oush Grab, Return to Nature" implies that
the Israeli presence in certain areas is not "natural", which is another example of
subliminal anti-Zionism. These statements, combined with the participation of DAAR
(Decolonizing Architecture Art Residency), which is strongly against the state of Israel and
its architecture, contribute to a mood of delegitimization of Israel.

Further information includes a reference to the "Palestinian Campaign for the Academic
and Cultural Boycott of Israel", which promotes the academic and cultural boycott of Israel.
This campaign is part of the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) movement, which is
classified as anti-Semitic as it aims to isolate and boycott Israel. By linking directly to this
campaign on the official website of the Department of Architecture at ETH Zurich, the BDS
movement is actively supported and promoted. This shows a clearly one-sided and
discriminatory attitude towards Israel and people of the Jewish faith.

Additionally, among the related links is "Breaking the Silence", an organization known for
portraying Israel's military actions in an extremely negative and often distorted manner in
order to undermine the moral integrity of the Israel Defense Forces (IDF). Such content
promotes the narrative that Israel systematically violates international law and
contributes to the demonization of the Jewish state.



The combination of a one-sided choice of topics, anti-Israeli lecturers and support for BDS-
affiliated organizations shows a clear anti-Israeli and anti-Semitic bias in the academic
presentation of the seminar week. These screenshots clearly demonstrate that through
this event, the Department of Architecture ETH Zurich is providing a platform for the
spread of hatred and prejudice against Israel and the Jewish people.

Below are screenshots (outlined in black for visibility) as images that serve as evidence.
The website has not been accessible since at least 8.10.2024 and has been deleted. The
screenshots are from the above archive, are partially referenced in the text and appear
consecutively.

ETH:irich English
Seminarwoche
gta Landna(h)me: Eine nach Israel und in die Paléstinensischen A iegebi
F Seminarwoche (051-0901)
Veranstaltungen Veranstalter: Professur Ursprung
“Lehrveranstaltungen _ Dozierende: Prof. Dr. Philip Ursprung
Vorlesungen
Seminarien

Seit der Antike ist die Region Paldstina von Konflikten gepréigt. Unterschiedliche politische, soziale, Skonomische und religitse Interessen
Seminarwochen

prallen aufei und fihren zu und gen. Wir reisen vor Ort und fragen danach, wie diese
Ubungen
Krifte auf die visuelle Kultur wirken, wie sie mit Kunst und Archi die von Zeit und Raum pragen
Integrierte Disziplinen
Diplombegleitfach
prog 3 / Betlehem Totes Meer / Tel Aviv - Jaffa
Wahlfacharbeiten

Dottorierendenseminare Gaiste: Prof. Armin Linke & Michael Glegg / Prof. Allessandro Petti & Sandy Hilal-Petti

Forschung
Oral History Archiv Zeitraum: 23. - 30, Oktober 2011
Personen
Kontakt Kostenrahmen E: CHF 1001.- bis CHF 1500.-
" Stellenangebote
Impressum Teilnehmen kénnen nur Studierende mit fir Israel glltigen Reisepapieren (mindestens bis Mai 2012 gdltig).

Die Einreis is (Vi icht etc.) missen die selbst abklaren. (http://bern.mfa.gov.il)

Informationen fiir Schweizer und EU- Blrger, die nach Israel einreisen méchten
13.07.2011

« Schweizer und EU- Biirger bendtigen kein Visum, um nach Israel einzureisen.

+ Es ist trotzdem erforderlich, dass der Rei fur 6 Monate nach der Einreise giiltig ist

Figure 1: Screenshot of the seminar week "Landna(h)me: An excursion to Israel and the Palestinian
Autonomous Territories" at the Department of Architecture ETH Zurich. The title of the event implies a
one-sided and negative portrayal of the Israeli presence in the region, which indicates an anti-Israeli
tendency.
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Informationen fiir Schweizer und EU- Burger, die nach Israel einreisen mochten

13.07.2011
* Schweizer und EU- Birger bendtigen kein Visum, um nach Israel einzureisen
* Es ist trotzdem erforderlich, dass der Reisepass fiir mindestens 6 Monate nach der Einreise giitig ist

* Schweizer und EU-Birger benétigen nur dann ein Visum, wenn sie sich langer als 3 Monate in Israel aufhalten.

* Stempel von oder i Landern im soliten in der Regel kein Grund sein, mit diesem Pass nicht in Israel
einreisen zu konnen. Sie konnten aber an der Zollkontrolle genauer zu Ihrem Aufenthalt in diesen Léndern befragt werden.

«Einige Lander knnten Beschrankungen bei der Einreise fiir die einen Stempel in ihrem Reisepass

haben. Falls Sie keinen i Stempel im Pass konnen Sie an der Zollkontrolle um ein separates Visa-Papier bitten.

Wir wilnschen ihnen eine schone Reise nach Israel!

Kolloquium

Datum: Montag 10. Oktober 2011
Zeit: 17:00 Uhr - 20:00 Uhr
Raum: HIL D 60.1

Feedback Kolloquium
Datum: Montag 12. Dezember 2011

Zeit: 16:00 Uhr - 18:00 Uhr
Raum: HIL D 60.1

Weiterfiihrende Informationen

Figure 2: Detailed description of the program of the seminar week, which focuses on Palestinian
perspectives and shows a one-sided representation of the conflict. Speakers such as Alessandro Petti and
Sandi Hilal are known for their anti-Israeli positions.
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Weiterfithrende Informationen

DAAR - DECOLONIZING

Palestinian Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel

Nahostkonflikt einfach erklart

Wenn der Feind ein Freund ist. Der P Rami Nasrallah und der Israeli Shlomo Hasson im Gesprach mit Norbert Bi

Palestine in Zarich

Breaking the Silence

Download

Vorbereitung: Bitte alles Lesen!

fiir politische Bildung: Israel

Anna Minta: Israel bauen i und D

NZZ: Geschichte und Gesetze Bei der von sich i mit

Machtfragen

Sonntag 23.10.

Figure 3: Further information from the seminar week refers to the "Palestinian Campaign for the Academic
and Cultural Boycott of Israel", which supports the academic and cultural boycott of Israel. The link to this
campaign on the ETH website promotes the anti-Israeli narrative.
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Anna Minta: Israel bauen A und D

NZZ: Geschichte und Gesetze Bei der i von sich historisch Anspriiche mit gegenwirtigen

Machtiragen

Sonntag 23.10.

WALK |: Wall Architecture (Alessandro Petti)

LECTURE I: OUSH GRAB, RETURN TO NATURE, lecture by Sandi Hilal and Alessandro Petti

Montag 24.10.

LECTURE Ii: DAAR's new project “Common Assembly" by Sandi Hilal and Alessandro Petti

Mittwoch 26.10.

LECTURE lli: Camps and Refugees in Palestine by Sandi Hilal

LECTURE IV: Th red Castle and the law lawlsss line

Karte

Karte Ostjerusalem

Booklet

Landna(h)me-Booklet

Figure 4: Further web links lead to "Breaking the Silence", an organization that unilaterally criticizes Israel's
military behaviour and thus contributes to the demonization of the state of Israel. Such links show the
promotion of anti-Israeli propaganda.
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LECTURE Ill: Camps and Refugees in Palestine by Sandi Hilal

LECTURE IV: The red Castle and the law lawless line

Karte

Karte Ostjerusalem

Booklet

Landna(h)me-Booklet

Kontakt

Berit Seidel

DARCH Waeitere Informationen Postadresse

ETH Zirich Pro*Doc Art and Science ETH Ziirich
Departement Architektur Blog der Professur Professur Prof. Dr. Philip Ursprung
Institut gta Website Institut gta HIL D 63.1

Stefano-Franscini-Platz 5
Webmaster kontaktieren 8093 Zarich

© 2003-2024
Content Management Schweiz

Figure 5: Additional materials from the seminar week, such as lectures and maps, emphasize the anti-Israeli
orientation of the event. The focus portrays the Israeli presence as unnatural and illegitimate.



The following documents the links to the above screenshots, if they are still accessible (as
of October 8 and 9, 2024). All the following content has been officially recommended

under the domain of the Department of Architecture ETH Zurich to prepare participants
for the "Seminar Week".



DAAR - Decolonization and its Anti-Israeli Tendencies

The section of DAAR (Decolonizing Architecture Art Research) refers to a long history of
destruction and reconstruction in the Palestinian region. The narrative describes the
destruction of residential areas in Gaza by the Israeli army, such as the Al Nada
neighborhood, and presents Israel's military actions as the main cause of suffering for the
Palestinian population. It emphasizes that Israel is deliberately destroying residential
areas and that the Palestinian population continues to be oppressed and displaced. Such
narratives, which portray Israel as the sole aggressor and destructive, promote a one-
sided view that ignores the complex geopolitical and security realities of the conflict.

The emphasis on the continuous "destruction and reconstruction pattern" suggests that
the destruction of Palestinian territories is part of a systematic, long-term strategy by
Israel to destroy and control Palestinian land and lives. This reinforces anti-Semitic
stereotypes that portray Israel as a brutal and oppressive state that deliberately seeks
civilian casualties. It also discredits Israel's security policy by portraying the military
operations in Gaza exclusively from the perspective of Palestinian victims, while ignoring
or trivializing the threats posed by terrorist groups such as Hamas.

Another point of concern is the emphasis on "decolonization". This idea implies that Israel
is a colonialist state that unlawfully occupies Palestinian land. This portrayal ignores the
historical and legal complexity of the region, as well as the fact that the Jewish state is the
result of international recognition and legal processes. By portraying Israel as an
occupying power, false notions of "colonialism" are brought to the forefront, calling into
question Israel's legitimacy and contributing to the demonization of the Jewish state and
people.

Such one-sided portrayals and the rhetoric of "decolonization" reinforce anti-Semitic
narratives by portraying Israel as an illegal occupier while ignoring legitimate security

concerns and the historical presence of the Jewish people in the region.

The following screenshots (outlined in black for visibility) are provided as evidence.
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p INTRODUCTIO!
Reconstruction

Destruction

THE AFTERLIVES OF FASCIST-
COLONIAL ARCHITECTURE (2014-)

introduction afterlives
Nalian Ghosts
Italian Ghosts, Lybia (2014}
Casa del Mutilato, Palermo (2018)
Asmara and Addis Ababa (2019)
owards an Entity of Decolonization {2020)

REFUGEE HERITAGE (2015-2021)

Intro

An re of Exile IV 8
1. Indentification

1. Description

il Justification

Arial view of Al Nada right before the Israeli colonies demolition of 2008 V. Conservation
Responses

In 2014, half of Al Nada was destroyed by the Israeli army, yet again displacing hundreds of families. The fifty- Dk sty

one days of the Israeli military operation between July and August 2014 caused the destruction of COMMONING THE PRIVATE (2010- )
approximately 18,000 housing units throughout Gaza, killing 2,251 Palestinians, the majerity of whom were

civilians and many of them children. 73 Israelis were killed, most of whom were scldiers (1). In Al Nada and the Introduction

adjacent informal settlement of Al Izba, the invasion left 192 homes destroyed and 72 families displaced. Beit Sahour, Palestine (2010)

Jericho, Palestine (2024)

¥ p Diso, Italy (2021)
m ! SRSy
e Comimmiin Simdan A9

Figure 6: This aerial view of Al Nada shows the neighborhood before its partial destruction by the Israeli
military in 2014. The image highlights the proximity to Israeli settlements and the Erez checkpoint, which
played a strategic role in the conflict. The description blames Israel alone for the destruction, without
considering the complexity of the situation, and presents this as targeted aggression against Palestinian
civilians.
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civilians and many of them children. 73 Israelis were killed, most of whom were soldiers (1). In Al Nada and the Introduction

adjacent informal settlement of Al Izba, the invasion left 192 homes destroyed and 72 families displaced. Beit Sahour, Palestine (2010)
Jericho, Palestine (2024)
Diso, italy (2021)
Stockholm, Sweden (2021)

Stavsnds, Sweden (2023)

AL MADHAFAH - THE LIVING ROOM
(2016 -)

Introduction living room
The Yellow House, Boden

Van Abbemuseum, Eindhoven

ArkDes, Stockhoim

Women Centre, Fawwar refugee camp

NYUAB Campus, Abu Dhabi

1ASPIS, Stockholm

Reconstruction is often imagined as the counterpoint to destruction. While the two are often seen as opposites, Institut Suédois, Paris
in reality, and particularly that of Gaza, these moments are linked in a cycle. Since 1948, Palestine has been

and In most cases, the effects of reconstruction were more destructive VAN ABBEMUSEUM (2018)
than the destruction itself. Think of the Israeli settlements built on the ruins of depopulated Palestinian villages Hosnions i

—the destruction of destruction. At the same time, destruction has the potential to foster new alliances and a R -
efugee Heritage (part Il)

different sense of collectivity among people. A project of reconstruction reframes power relations and imposes Refugee Heritage (part I)
adifferent kind of space, social structure, and mentality. Common Assembly

The Tree School
What does it mean to reconstruct in a territory that is not only under a blockade, but also faces the imminent falian Ghosts
threat of yet another war? Architecture cannot prevent a new war, it cannot even pretend to be smart, Building Oush Grab
concrete-reinforced shelters under- ground in Gaza would expose people to even more danger, since the Israeli Aladuiely Thie Ui Room (VAM)
army last acted upon the pretext that underground structures are used to hide arms or transport illegal NYU ABU DHABI GALLERY (2018)
materials, turning them into shelling targets.

Concrete Tent (NYUAD)
Architecture is usually called upon to intervene after conflict. But what role can architecture play during conflict? Refugee Heritage (part ) NYUAD

le it nneeihla th imanine an that a canea nf in anita nf the franmentatinn and Al-Madafeh/ The Living Room (NYUAD)

Figure 7: This image shows the aftermath of the Israeli military operation in Al Nada, in which buildings
were destroyed, and families were reportedly displaced. The accompanying narrative presents the
destruction as part of a recurring cycle emanating from Israeli forces, once again presenting Israel as the
main aggressor without mentioning the military or security context.
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the school buildings, one residence, and a coffee house or two. (in llana Feldman, “The Quaker Way." American A Diisioliion
Ethnologist 34, 4 (2007): 689-705) Anln

Three Houses

irect Portrait

The inhabitants of Beit Hanon became refugees and were forbidden to come back to their original homes. Their Biography of Stones

r Construction

territory, once an integral part of Palestine, was turned into a border zone—a no man's land. The armistice Ruins Un:

signed between Egypt and Israel separated the village from its agricultural land. The line was not designed as a
political or territorial border, and therefore should not have had any effect on rights and claims. However, as in
many other territories in Palestine, over time, these “transitory” lines of separation and division have solidified

into walls, security zones, borders, and checkpoints.

As lawless, no man's land, Beit Hanoun was a challenge for both Egyptian and Israeli y 7 Massoudieh Station

and shootings were threatening its territorial control. For this reason, the dimension of the armistice line was Jenin Camp Statio
Rea

reduced, changing the no-man's- land status of the place. The redrawing of the line paradoxically allowed for a g the Netwe
DAAR@Berlage
return to Beit Hanon. “The first returnees” to Beit Hanon were made up of its original inhab- itants, as well as

other refugees from villages that had become part of Israel. The Quakers, who were involved in the Y (2011)

of the refugees at the time, presented this and the reconstruction of Beit Hanoun as a "model of return” for
refugees to their destroyed towns and villages. This “first return” formed the first cycle of Beit Hanoun's

\ ., and return. Parllament Building
Parliament in Exile
Deterritorialized Pariiament
Architectural modernism and state building € by am
Assembling voices
Notes on extraterritoriality
In the summer of 1994, another incomplete return took place in Beit Hanoun. Surprisingly, or maybe et R

strategically, Israeli authorities allowed for the return of PLO members and affiliates, presumably those who
were "the most dangerous” in the eyes of the Israelis, while leaving the vast majority of the Palestinian THE LAWLESS LINE (2010)
population in exile, a quarter of which still precariously lived in refugee camps.

Introduction

Was this return another “model” for a larger return that never happened?

The lawless line in court
The naive modernist blocks still standing in Al Nada today were built to host PLO returnees from Tunis and i

other locations. In 1994, the choice of an alvead‘ obsolete urban model that had failed miserabli o somany "

Figure 8: This screenshot focuses on the destruction of Palestinian homes and juxtaposes them with Israeli
settlements built on the ruins of Palestinian villages. Israeli settlements are referred to as the "destruction
of destruction"”, highlighting an ongoing cycle of violence and territory grabbing and further fueling
negative feelings towards Israel without shedding light on the wider historical or political context.
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The lawle:

The naive modernist blocks still standing in Al Nada today were built to host PLO returnees from Tunis and

The red e o

other locations. In 1994, the choice of an already obsolete urban model that had failed miserably in so many Th

urban peripheries throughout Europe after the Second World War was likely based on the need both to Summer Pro

demonstrate the presence of a working state and to clearly distance oneself from the informal architecture of
refugee camps. Although the construction of the Al Nada complex was an important step in providing housing RETURNS (2009)

1o refugees, and was a way to counter the Israeli colonization of Gaza, the state was not strong enough, due to ]
oduction

the persistent Israeli occupation, to provide services to residents. Public spaces were never built in between or

Stereoscopic Vision
around the buildings. The modernist scheme could not respond to the specific demands of common space g
existing in Palestinian society, where public and private space is not so sharply defined. It flattened the rich Presant Reami: Al fusela
articulation of common spaces into one single category—the public—making it impossible for the emerging Carvps snd Arsb Cites

state apparatus to ever render them functional
MILITARY BASES (2008)

Urban Islands
Introduction
Urbicide
One fundamental principle of our intervention was that reconstruction would not produce any new Ao i oA

displacements, nor disruptions of the already fragile social structure. For this reason, the first proposition that Ev

we submitted to the Ministry aimed to find a balance between their desire for a rational and well-organized

neighborhood and the vital informality of Al Isba.

Palestinian returns have not been and never will be about arriving to an ancestral, uncontaminated, idealized
pastoral landscape, but rather a return to a complex, dense, and imperfect urban condition. The returnees of

COLONIES (2008
1994 did not return to their original homes in what is today Israel, but to Al Nada in Beit Hanoun—an already
inhabited village with its own history of displacement and return. The returnees of 1994 had to find ways of Jabel Tawil / P’sagot - introduction
cohabitating with the Bedouin encampment at Al Isba. The returnees where originally looked upon as Precedents
“intruders,” but the Al Nada complex eventually found its place within the sea of Al Isba's informal architecture. Deparceling

Ungrounding

Unhy

ning

In Palestine, happens and wall by wall, room by room, house by house. It

Unroo

is because of this that, even during a time of destruction, people can already begin to think about
Research sites
reconstruction. Al Nada, however, is one of the first attempts in Palestine to use a top-down design process to

house returnees. In building Al Nada, the PLO wanted to signal its presence in Gaza, which is still perceived as GLOSSARY (2008)

Figure 9: This section describes the relationship between destruction and reconstruction, with a negative
portrayal of Israel's role in the conflict. The focus is on Israel's military aggression, while the Palestinian
political context or internal problems are barely mentioned, supporting a narrative that holds Israel solely
responsible for the ongoing suffering in the region.
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Tieavily Gamaged, In red. e, a Coror Thal Was USed 10 mark whIC parts of DUTGINGS 1o demoTish, was nere used
to bring attention to the hidden relation between destruction and reconstruction. This building was the site of
our meetings with the community. It was a gateway to the project in the making. Marketing Permissions

Please flag the following box.

From the outset, the red paint started a process of collective interpretation.
Email

Community members said that the red paint had something to do with signalling something across the border Unsubscribe link in the footer of our emails.

to Israel, or with narrating the destruction and blood- shed caused by the military offensive (as in a music video For privacy practices, please visit our website.
aie by MG Guca i frond of ha buliding) We use MailChimp as our marketing platform
By clicking below to subscribe, you
acknowledge that your information will be
transferred to MailChimp for processing. Learn
more about MailChimp's privacy practices

here

Many people gathered and questioned the structure. Their attention was the beginning of a process of carving

out a space for ity, and of g these (] into a sense of and participation

in Al Nada's reconstruction.

Figure 10: The screenshot shows an image from a music video filmed in Gaza in front of a destroyed
building. The red color on the building is interpreted by locals as a signal to Israel, reinforcing a narrative
of destruction associated with Israeli military action. The combination of media and architecture is used to
further emphasize the theme of destruction by Israel.

The text in Fig. 10 is "Community members said that the red paint had something to do
with signalling something across the border to Israel, or with narrating the destruction
and blood- shed caused by the military offensive (as in a music video by MC Gaza in
front of the building)."
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The Problematic Agenda of the PACBI Campaign and its Impact on
the Israeli Palestinian Conflict

The Palestinian Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel (PACBI) was
launched in 2004 to extend the international boycott movement against Israel to the
academic and cultural sectors. The aim of the campaign is to strengthen resistance to the
Israeli occupation, discrimination and dispossession of Palestinians by boycotting all forms
of cooperation with Israeli academic and cultural institutions. The PACBI claims that these
institutions work closely with the Israeli government and military and thus play an active
role in the "oppression" of the Palestinian people. The website, which is now redirected
to the BDS movement, explicitly states that it fights against the Israeli policy of the
"apartheid state" and calls on people and organizations worldwide to join this boycott.

The problematic nature of this boycott lies not only in its explicitly anti-Israeli agenda, but
also in its disproportionate demonization of Israel. The PACBI and the BDS movement do
not limit themselves to criticizing specific Israeli political measures but call for the
international isolation of Israel's entire academic, cultural and economic life. This
approach encourages anti-Semitic narratives by portraying Israel as the sole problem in
the Middle East conflict and reducing the complexity of the conflict to a simple
perpetrator-victim relationship. Such a portrayal ignores the responsibility and offenses
of other actors in the conflict and exacerbates existing tensions.

What is particularly problematic is that PACBI aims to undermine academic freedom by
blocking any collaboration and intellectual exchange with Israeli universities and cultural
practitioners. Science and art, which are traditionally platforms for dialog and
international understanding, are being turned into tools of political isolation by this
campaign. By refusing to engage in dialogue and deliberately demonizing Israeli
institutions, PACBI promotes a one-sided view that fuels conflict and makes solutions
more difficult.

The boycott, as called for by PACBI, also encroaches on individual freedom by urging
artists, academics and scientists not only to speak out against Israeli policies, but also to
break off personal and professional relationships with Israeli colleagues. This form of
campaign thus not only harms the institutions concerned in Israel, but also international
scientific and cultural exchange. The attempt to isolate Israel internationally ultimately
does not serve peace or a just solution to the conflict, but rather contributes to the
hardening of the fronts and promotes hatred against the Jewish state.

The PACBI campaign portrays Israeli academic and cultural institutions as complicit in
alleged systematic oppression, while at the same time positioning the Palestinian
perspective as morally superior and innocent. This is done without recognizing the
complex realities of the Israeli Palestinian conflict, which has brought suffering and victims
on both sides.
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Such calls for boycotts contribute to polarization by preventing dialogue and peaceful
cooperation, and fuel anti-Semitic resentment by portraying Israel as uniquely evil.

Overall, not only does PACBI not contribute to conflict resolution, but its one-sided and
simplistic narrative reinforces existing tensions and hatred against Israel and the Jewish
people. By specifically targeting the boycott of Israeli institutions, PACBI exacerbates
isolation and contributes to further entrenching the conflict rather than promoting ways
towards a peaceful and just solution.

The Department of Architecture ETH Zurich recommends this content as preparation for
the "Seminar Week". The recommended content and the link to the BDS movement
website are problematic for several reasons. First, the BDS movement material, as seen
on these linked websites, promotes narratives that equate Israeli policies with apartheid
and colonialism and use emotionally charged language that contributes to polarization
rather than dialogue. This content accuses Israel of "ethnic cleansing" and "war crimes"
without context or balanced analysis and evidence,exacerbating tensions rather than
promoting mutual understanding or academic debate.

In addition, the BDS movement has been criticized for pursuing goals aimed at isolating
Israel culturally, economically and academically, which critics argue undermines the
possibilities for cooperation and a peaceful solution. By being linked to this movement,
the position of the Department of Architecture ETH Zurich as an educational institution is
called into question, which has a negative impact on its reputation in the international
academic community.

The following screenshots (outlined in black for visibility) are provided as evidence.
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PACBI Statements  PACBI Guidelines and Positions
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Figure 11: This screenshot shows the homepage of the PACBI (Palestinian Campaign for the Academic and
Cultural Boycott of Israel), a platform that promotes the boycott of Israeli institutions. The campaign is part
of the broader BDS movement (Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions). Although it purports to focus only on
institutions, the site contributes to a sentiment that can foster anti-Israel and anti-Jewish feelings by
portraying Israel as a state that commits systematic violations against the Palestinians (continued in Fig.16,
below).

% https://web.archive.org/webj20210516090231/https://bdsmavement.net/colonialism-and-apartheid/summary Relaunch to update |

hutps: //bdsmovement.net/ colonialism-and-apartheid/summary

DORSEUTENR 226 csuces

tiNv fNW o
WHATISBDS? GETINVOLVED CAMPAIGNS

< Previous 8. Occupation Next )

The West Bank, including East Jerusalem, and the Gaza Strip were occupied by Israel in

the 1967 War and are internationally recognised as Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT)

Summary

Brief background

The Origins of Israel: Zionism and
Settler Colonialism

Nakba

Settler Colonialism

Understanding apartheid

Israel and the Crime of Apartheid

Occupation
Right of Return Occupation is a regime for temporarily maintaining public order in a territory seized
during armed conflict. Unlike annexation or colonization, occupation is defined as a
Occupied Gaza
_ temporary regime that preserves the original status of the occupied territory. As such,

Figure 12: This section discusses Israel's occupation of Palestinian territories after 1967 and presents it as
colonialism and apartheid. The use of terms such as "apartheid" and "colonialism" associates Israel with
brutal, oppressive systems. The photo, in which a rifle scope is pointed at a child, has no reliable source
and stirs up feelings of hatred against the Jewish people.
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Palestinian Campaign for the Academic
and Cultural Boycott of Israel

The Palestinian C: ign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott
of Israel (PACBI) was initiated in 2004 to contribute to the

struggle for Palestinian freedom, justice and equality. It il lall &l | ¢ .

advocates for a boycott of Israeli academic and cultural
institutions for their deep and persistent complicity in Israel’s Cuol Dlﬁm dxblﬁou

denial of Palestinian rights that are stipulated in international Jul ‘ aalail 9 “h
- 2 ‘

ian BDS National Com

Click here for a list of key PACBI guidelines and policy
documents,

Click here for a list of pledges by artists supporting the cultural
boycott of Israel.

Figure 13: PACBI promotes the boycott of Israeli academic and cultural institutions, claiming that they are
complicit in the occupation of Palestinian territories. The campaign portrays the Israeli academic sector as
part of a larger system of oppression and reinforces its call for global isolation.

https:/
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£ Previous 1. Summary Next >

Summary

Briof background

The Origins of Israel: Zionism and
Settler Colonialism

Nakba

Settler Colonialism

Understanding apartheid

Israel and the Crime of Apartheid

Occupation

Right of Return

People often say that what's happening in Palestine is difficult to understand or too

Occupied Gaza complicated to take a stand on. In this resource, we show that the situation, in its
essence, is actually pretty straightforward. This page is a summary of the pages that
follow. You can navigate between the pages using the arrows at the top and bottom of

each page or using the menu on the left hand side.

Figure 14: This screenshot accuses Israel of ethnic cleansing and apartheid and compares the state to
colonial regimes that oppressed indigenous populations. The image shows Israeli settlements as illegal and
part of a plan to dispossess Palestinians.
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.
regieme of settler colonialism, apartheid and occupation, over the Palestinian people.

During and since its foundation in 1948, Israel has set out to control as much of the land
of historic Palestine as possible and drive as many of the indigenous Palestinian

Summary population from the land as it can, Israel’s oppression of Palestinians involves settler
colonialism: Zionism seeks to establish a distinct new society, take over control of land

Briot hnekigraund and resources and forcibly remove Palestinians.

The Origins of lsrael: Zionism and
Settler Colonialis . . . s . s
o Maximum land with minimum Palestinians

Nakba Land under full Zionist/Israeli control vs. land open to Palestinian development

Settler Colonialism 1967

Understanding apartheid
Israel and the Crime of Apartheid
Occupation

Right of Return

Occupied Gaza

BDS visuALiZINGPALESTINE SOURCES bitly/vp-land e jJuLy2016 @O

Apartheid is an Afrikaans word meaning ‘separation’ and was the name given to the
system of racial segregation and subjugation of the African and other non-white

population of South Africa by white settlers from 1948 to 1994,

Figure 15: This visual map shows a reduction in Palestinian land since 1917 and depicts Zionist and Israeli
land gains. The labeling implies that Israel's policy aims to maximize land control while minimizing the
Palestinian presence.

PACBI Guidelines and Positions Campaign Resources

Academic Boycott Reference Documents
Cultural Boycott Useful Links

Risala Editorials Books
Other Key Documents Toolkit
FAQ

PACBI, P.O.Box 1701, Ramallah, Palestine pacbi@pacbi.org

71386311

All Rights Reserved © PACBI

Figure 16: The Palestinian Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel (PACBI) seems to have
a post office box in Ramallah as its primary contact address.

These screenshots represent only a small selection of the total content of these links and
are by no means exhaustive. There is much more material distributed on these pages. In
conclusion to this paragraph, it should be noted that all of this is official material published
by the Department of Architecture ETH Zurich, which is intended as preparatory
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information. The Department of Architecture ETH Zurich provides information on this and
other content that is not exhaustively documented here.

Removal of content online

The links ("Middle East conflict simply explained" and "When the enemy is a friend. The
Palestinian Rami Nasrallah and the Israeli Shlomo Hasson in conversation with Norbert
Bischofberger") relating to the Middle East conflict, such as the conversation between the
Palestinian Rami Nasrallah and the Israeli Shlomo Hasson with Norbert Bischofberger,
have been archived but are apparently no longer accessible. This content, which was
originally published, appears to have been removed for unknown reasons, restricting
access to important information about the problem at the Department of Architecture
ETH Zurich. This is particularly noteworthy as these archived pages were otherwise used
as valuable resources for addressing the issue.

Weiterfiihrende Informationen

DAAR - DECOLONIZING

Palestinian Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel

Nahostkonflikt einfach erklart

Wenn der Feind ein Freund ist. Der Paldstinenser Rami Nasrallah und der Israeli Shlomo Hasson im Gesprach mit Norbert Bischofberger

Palestine in Zlirich

Breaking the Silence

Figure 17: Compare Fig. 3: The links "Middle East conflict simply explained" and "When the enemy is a
friend. The Palestinian Rami Nasrallah and the Israeli Shlomo Hasson in conversation with Norbert
Bischofberger" are no longer accessible or could not be found online (since at least October 8, 2024) despite
archiving.
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The Website "Café Palestine" - The Department of Architecture
ETH Zurich Shows Israel as a Constant Aggressor

The website "Café Palestine" offers a platform that focuses on events, discussions and
educational offers on the topic of Palestine. It is noticeable that the content presented
there often promotes a highly one-sided and polemical portrayal of the Middle East
conflict. First and foremost, an anti-Israeli perspective is presented that completely
ignores the complex realities of the conflict and Israel's legitimate security concerns.
Instead, a picture is painted that consistently portrays Israel as the aggressor, while
Palestinian narratives are reproduced without critical reflection.

Content of this kind contributes to stirring up hatred against Israel and the Jewish people
and reinforces anti-Semitic stereotypes by collectively demonizing the Israeli population
as oppressors. The selective presentation and omission of key historical and geopolitical
contexts creates a distorted image that has the potential to foster anti-Semitic resentment.
Such platforms not only propagate a radical political stance, but also contribute to further
deliberately polarizing public discourse and deepening the divide between different
perspectives on the conflict.

Below are screenshots (outlined in black for visibility) to serve as evidence.

https: //cafepal
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Gle Palestineg  obwds e

Café%alestine - Kultur, Geschichte und aktuelle Informationen rund um Paléastina

Veranat
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1BAN CH21 0900 0000 6012 9927 6
Café Palestine Zarich / GSP [o

Café Palestine

I Search.

Zugrifie: 28116

Alle Veranstaltungen zu Paldstina / Israel, die uns gemeldet werden.
25> h er <<< Newsletter Abonnieren

Teach In mit Saree Makdisi

Zugrifie: 752

NEW VENUE

New place: Sihiqual 125, 8005 Zurich, top floor room of the Autonome Schule (ASZ). Use the lift.

Sihlquai 125 is very near Limmatplatz and s aiso reachable through the passage at Ausstellungsstrasse 102, past Café AUER, which
by the way is open until 23h.

Neuer Veranstaltungsort:

Sihlquai 125, 5005 Zurich, Dachgeschoss der Autonomen Schule Zirich. Benutzt den Lift. wiss EAPPI Blog
Sihiqual 125 Ist ganz nah beim Limmatplatz, und Ist auch erreichbar durch den Hofeingang Ausstellungsstrasse 102. Dort befindet Witness Stories from
sich auch das Café AUER, das Gbrigens bis 23h offen bleibt. Palestine and Israel

Abonnieren

Teach-In

BIP Blog
BIP

Figure 18: This screenshot shows the home page of Café Palestine, which advertises various events and
information on the topic of Palestine. The platform, which is primarily dedicated to education and dialog,
contains a donation account and various links to other pro-Palestinian organizations.
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JOIN US IF YOU WANT TO LEARN
MORE ABOUT PALESTINE!

19:00 - 19:30 Dessert & Tea

19:30 - 21:30/22:00 Talk & Discussion Palastina Portal
Our guest is Saree Makdisi, Professor of
English at UCLA. He co- -hosts "Makdisi Street" on

YouTube and is the author of Palestine Inside

Out: An Everyday Occupation (2008) and
Tolerance Is a Wasteland: Palestine and the

Culture of Denial (2022). P A Ko
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Moderator: Blake Alcott
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Weiteriesen: Teach In mit Saree Makdisi Youtube Channel
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PR

Figure 19: This announcement promotes a discussion event with Saree Makdisi, professor at UCLA
(University of California, Los Angeles, CA), which deals with the Palestinian question. Reference will be made
to the book "Palestine Inside Out: An Everyday Occupation"”, which sharply criticizes the Israeli occupation.
The event conveys a strongly one-sided view of the Middle East conflict and promotes narratives that
portray Israel as a systematic oppressor without allowing for a differentiated discussion of the complex
geopolitical background. Such events reinforce anti-Israeli attitudes by not offering balanced perspectives.
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The Palestine Portal: Promoting hostility against Israel

The "Palestine Portal" is a long-standing platform dedicated to the dissemination of news
and information on the Middle East conflict. Since its foundation in 2002, it has developed
into a central point of contact for people who want to find out about the conflict from a
pro-Palestinian perspective. However, it is noticeable that the reporting on this site is
extremely one-sided and almost exclusively portrays the Israeli side as the aggressor,
while Palestinian acts of violence or the complex background to the conflict are hardly
ever discussed.

At the heart of the "Palestine Portal" is the portrayal of Israel as an occupying power that
systematically targets the Palestinian people, commits serious human rights violations
and even genocide. Such terms and accusations, which are often used without
differentiation or historical context, inflame the mood and contribute to increasing
hostility towards Israel and the Jewish people. This paints a picture that not only
denigrates the state of Israel, but also feeds anti-Semitic tendencies by making Jewish
people collectively responsible for the actions of the Israeli state.

The portal presents daily news stories that regularly use terms such as "ethnic cleansing",
"apartheid" and "war crimes" to describe Israel's actions, and links to a variety of sources
that support this one-sided view. These portrayals, which are often deliberately polarizing
and emotionalizing, ignore the historical, political and security backgrounds that shape
the conflict and promote a black-and-white thinking that undermines any attempts at
dialogue or peace resolution.

The following screenshots (outlined in black for visibility) are provided as evidence.
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‘ Das Paladstina Portal :

Taglich neu - Nachrichten aus dem, Gber das besetzte Palastina - Information statt Propaganda

ARCHIV - THEMEN - SPONSERN SIE - LINKSAMMLUNG - 08. JULI 2024 - FACEBOOK - VERANSTALTUNGEN - SUCHEN

Im November stapelten sich Fahrzeuge in der Nahe der sidisraelischen Stadt Netivot. Sie wurden zerstort, kurz nachdem palastinensische Kampfer am 7.
Oktober begonnen hatten, Gefangene zu machen,
Eine neue b, dass 70 solcher uge Feuer in die Luft gesprengt wurden.

Figure 20: This image shows the homepage of the "Palestine Portal", which provides daily news about the
situation in Palestine. The website claims to provide "information instead of propaganda", but the focus of
the reporting shows a one-sided representation of events in the Middle East conflict. Readers are
confronted with anti-Israeli rhetoric that portrays Israel as consistently hostile to Palestinians. The image
on the website could not be displayed on October 8 and 9, 2024.
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Im November stapeiten sich Fahrzeuge in der Nahe der sidisraelischen Stadt Netivot. Sie wurden zerstdrt, kurz nachdem palastinensische Kampfer am 7.
Oktober begonnen hatten, Gefangene zu machen.
Eine neue Untersuchung Israelischer Jouralsten ergab, dass 70 solcher Fahrzeuge durch Israelisches Feuer in die Luft gesprengt wurden.

Die israelische Armee hat am 7. Oktober die Hannibal-Richtlinie in groBem Umfang
angewandt, um ihre Biirger anzugreifen

Die Armee hat das Verfahren g , um U gen zu verhindern, berichtet
Haaretz.

MEE-Mitarbeiter - 7. Juli 2024 - Ubersetzt mit Deepl.

Das israelische Militar hat wahrend des von der Hamas gefihrten Angriffs am 7. Oktober von einer Direktive Gebrauch
gemacht, die es den Streitkraften erlaubt, ihre eigenen Birger zu toten, wie Haaretz am Sonntag berichtete.

Die israelische Luftwaffe hat wihrend des Angriffs mi drei Milita und

AuBlerdem beschoss das Militar den umzéunten Bereich, der den Gazastreifen von Israel trennt, als paléstinensische Kampfer

Figure 21: This screenshot details the Israeli army's so-called "Hannibal Directive", which wasapplied during
the Hamas attack on October 7, 2023. The depiction suggests that the Israeli army deliberately targeted its
own citizens, which is a distorted and questionable interpretation that incites hatred. The headline itself
("The Israeli army used the Hannibal directive on a large scale on October 7 to attack its citizens") portrays
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Israel as a ruthless aggressor. These screenshots clearly show how the "Palestine Portal", through its choice
of words and selective reporting, contributes to reinforcing a hostile mood towards Israel and creating a

narrative image that greatly distorts reality.

Relaunch to update :
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Um das Video zu sehen, auf das Bild klicken

Was ist die "Hannibal-Direktive" Israels?
Es ist eine Doktrin, nach der das Militr es vorzieht, einen Soldaten zu téten, anstatt ihn als Geisel zu nehmen.

Die I-Unit von Al Jazeera hat Beweise dafir gefunden, dass dieses Protokoll am 7. Oktober auf israelische Zivilisten

angewandt wurde.
Sehen Sie sich die an

Figure 22: This screenshot shows an article on the "Palestine Portal" website claiming that the Israeli army
targeted its own civilians during the Gaza conflict. The article refers to the controversial "Hannibal
Directive", which allegedly allows Israeli forces to take extreme measures, including killing its own soldiers
to prevent their capture. The text makes serious accusations against Israel, portraying it as a state willing
to sacrifice its own citizens under military orders. (The links on this page have not been accessible since at

least October 8, 2024).
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unterstitzen Sie diese Arbet

(Please do ot iransfer as donation, because i is not an sssociation)
Als Vermerk - “Solidarititsbeitrag™

1st account
(Bitte nicht als Spende iberweisen, da kein Verein) Erhard Arendt - Sparkasse Dortmund

Account No. 152082215

1. Konto BANK CODE 44050189

Erhard Arendt - Sparkasse Dortmund
Konto Nr. 152082215
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IBAN DE13 4405 0199 0152 0622 15
BIC DORTDEIIXX

2. Paypalkonto:
Zahwung an: ar@arenct-erhard de

IBAN DE13 4405 0199 0152 0822 15
BIC DORTDEIIXXX

2 paypal account:
Payment to: ant@arendt-etard.de

Intarnational im Natzwerk derer, die sich einem gerechtan Frieden verpfiichten. wird .Das Palastina Portal” seit 18 Jafven als badeutende Homepage i deutschsprachigen Bereich wahvgenomman, besucht, genutzt und bewertet. Freund und auch Feind” besuchen es und
sehen es als informative, Das "Das 1" wird

R e ———

Figure 23: This screenshot shows a call for donations for the "Palestine Portal" under the title "Solidarity
contribution". Bank and PayPal details are given so that supporters can contribute to the continuation of
the website. The portal is presented as an important source of information offering alternative
perspectives, and the call for financial support emphasizes the importance of the platform. Words such as
"solidarity" and the reference that the site is "visited daily" emphasize the political orientation of the
website and its role in promoting a particular stance on the Middle East conflict.
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The Credibility of the "Breaking the Silence" Website and its Use
to Spread Hate by the Department of Architecture at ETH Zurich

The "Breaking the Silence" website is a platform that gives former Israeli soldiers the
opportunity to share their personal experiences during their service in the Israel Defense
Forces (IDF). The stated aim of the platform is to raise awareness of the complex ethical
and moral challenges soldiers face during their service. These insights are intended to
promote a public discussion about the impact of military operations and occupation in the
Israeli Palestinian conflict.

However, this publication provides a highly focused, critical perspective on the Israeli
military and its role in the conflict. Critics point out that the necessary context of threats
from militant groups such as Hamas and Hezbollah, as well as the general security
situation in which Israel finds itself, is not sufficiently considered. This one-sided portrayal
of the conflict could easily lead to a distorted perception that neglects the complex
geopolitical and security challenges facing Israel.

Another critical point is the misuse of this platform by the Department of Architecture at
ETH Zurich, which presents the content of "Breaking the Silence" in a context that,
according to the criticism, is specifically aimed at painting a negative picture of Israel.
Instead of promoting a balanced discussion, the reports from "Breaking the Silence" were
used to reinforce a politically one-sided portrayal that goes beyond legitimate criticism
and contributes to stirring up anti-Semitic sentiment.

In this context, it is argued that the dissemination of such content without the necessary
security policy context and consideration of the threats posed by terrorist groups can lead
to a blanket condemnation of Israel. This harbors the danger that not only the state of
Israel, but also the Jewish people will be targeted by prejudice and resentment.

Criticism of the Department of Architecture at ETH Zurich is directed at the fact that
academic platforms and resources are being used to disseminate a politically and morally
one-sided perspective that does not correspond to the principles of balanced academic
debate. It deliberately prevents an environment in which legitimate criticism of political
and military decisions can be voiced without promoting prejudice or one-sided
apportionment of blame.
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Figure 24: This image shows the homepage of "Breaking the Silence", a platform on which former Israeli
soldiers share reports and testimonies about their time in military service. The focus of the reports is on
critical confrontations with the Israeli military and the treatment of Palestinians. ETH uses this platform as
an example of alleged Israeli war crimes, which leads to the dissemination of a one-sided and strongly anti-
Israeli narrative. The credibility of the reports is not sufficiently verified, which instrumentalizes the

platform as a tool for spreading hatred against Israel.
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Figure 25: This image shows blocked access to an article on Foreign Affairs that questions the myth of the
moral superiority of the Israeli army. ETH relies on such sources to cast Israel and its military operations in
a negative light. The platform is used to portray Israel as an aggressive actor without allowing for a
differentiated view of the conflict or Israel's security situation, which contributes to fomenting prejudice
and hatred against the Jewish state. The content has been inaccessible since at least October 8, 2024.
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All further content on the website of the Department of Architecture at ETH Zurich
mentioned at the beginning of this report, which was originally publicly accessible, is now
no longer available. These websites contained problematic representations and
publications that clearly exhibited anti-Semitic and anti-Israeli tendencies. The fact that
this content was deleted after public criticism was voiced reinforces the suspicion that an
attempt is being made to remove these problematic publications from the public
discourse.

This is in clear contradiction to the role of an academic institution that is committed to
transparency and education. Instead of openly discussing the content and engaging in a
critical debate, the materials in question were silently removed without a detailed
explanation or apology being issued to the public.

The website, which originally served as a platform for discussions on architectural and
socio-political topics, became a space in which content critical of Israel and anti-Semitic
content was disseminated. However, this content was no longer fact-checked or
questioned, but simply deleted over time. The public statement on this process, as
recorded in Mr. Borer's e-mail, attempts to relativize the process by emphasizing that the
Internet "archives itself". However, this is in clear contradiction to the actual measures
taken to actively and deliberately remove content from servers.

The deletion of this content and the resulting lack of transparency raise legitimate
questions about the responsibility of the Department of Architecture at ETH Zurich as an
academic institution. An open discourse about problematic content would have been the
appropriate response to ensure that such tendencies are recognized, analyzed and clearly
condemned. But by actively deleting and hiding the content, this process is made more
difficult and trust in ethical standards is called into question. However, the archiving of
the deleted pages by services such as the Wayback Machine makes it possible to continue
to analyze some of this content and examine it in connection with the dissemination of
anti-Israeli and anti-Semitic positions.
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2Fursprung.arch.ethz.ch!

2Flehrveranstaltungen%2Fland

exkursion-nach-Israel-und-in-e-palaestiensischen-autcecmiegabiese G

Download

Vorbersitung: Bitte afles Lesen!

Bundesamt fir poitische Bildung: lsrsel kurzgefasst

Anna Mints: Israel bauen Architektur, Stédtebau und Denkmaipoiitik

NZZ: Geschichte und Gesetza Bal dar von sich historisch Anspriiche mit gegenwartigen

Machitragon

Sonntag 23.10.

WALK I Wall Architecture (Alessandro Petti)

LECTURE I: OUSH GRAB, RETURN TO NATURE, lecture by Sandi Hilsl and Alessandro Petti

Montag 24,10,

LECTURE Il: DAAR's new project ‘Comman Assembly” by Sandi Hilal and Alassandro Pett

Mittwoch 26,10,

LECTURE Ill: Camps and Refugaes in Palesting by Sandi Hilal

LECTURE IV: The red Castle and the law lawless line

Karte

Karte Ostjerusalem

Bookist

Landnaihime-Booklat

Kontakt

Berit Seidal

Figure 26: All content listed under "Download" is not or no longer accessible. The document Landna(h)me-
Booklet" has been removed since at least October 8, 2024.
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One of Many Examples of Anti-Semitic Incitement in 2024: An
Example After October 7, 2023

Author: Dept of the Ongoing
Tags: #Parity Talks IV
Collect the PDF

- Learning

Dear listeners, this is the second iteration of the 12 hour pro- PaleStme
gramme of Learning Palestine. As genocide unfolds before our

= eyes, language falls short, it becomes obsolete and helpless.
o Yet we need to continue exploring ways of speaking out and | al
2 organizing against the grain, against this overdose of destruc- &

tion and annihilation of life, against warmongering and militari-
sation, against attempts to silence and immobilize us. And so
we return to what has been said and spoken before us to com-
prehend the history that precedes and informs the current
political moment. We return to the struggles that we belong to
and find our roots in, from Algeria to Abya Yala, from South
Africa to Asia and back to Palestine.

Despite the differences in our struggles, Palestine remains an
embodiment and extension of these and other struggles for life
and liberation, against racism, colonialism, imperialism and ris-
ing fascism. In this program we share lectures, talks, teach-ins
as well as poems, music, and chants in the hopes of expanding
our political horizons and engagements through study and
struggle. To imagine ways of acting together, to tear apart the

winlle and havdare that canarata e farv  lifa in frandom

Until
Liberation

Figure 27: A screenshot from the year 2024, published on the "Parity Talks IV" platform of ETH Zurich. The
title "Learning Palestine - Until Liberation II" and the map of Palestine depicted, which erases the state of
Israel, underline the anti-Semitic and anti-Israeli message. The text speaks of "genocide" and "destruction
of life", which further intensifies the agitation against Israel and the Jewish people, and contradicts the
academic standards of the Department of Architecture at ETH Zurich.

The screenshot in Fig. 27 shows a page entitled "Learning Palestine - Until Liberation II",
which was created by the Parity Talks IV group in the Department of Architecture at ETH
Zurich. The text on this page addresses the alleged unfolding of a genocide before the
readers' eyes and calls for resistance against what is described as "warmongering and
militarization". The language of this text is highly emotional and polemical, and it uses
terms such as "destruction and annihilation of life" as well as "genocide" to establish a
clear link between Israel's activities and the most serious human rights violations such as
genocide. This is particularly problematic as it supports the narrative that Israel is pursuing
a policy of extermination against the Palestinian population, which has clear anti-Semitic
connotations.

The image of a stylized map that reads "Learning Palestine Until Liberation II" is also
telling. It shows the entire territory of Israel, and the Palestinian territories colored in red,
without respecting Israel's borders or recognizing the state of Israel's right to exist. This
points to the idea that the "liberation of Palestine" is only complete if Israel no longer
exists as a state.
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Such representations are not only anti-Semitic, but also inflammatory, as they suggest
that the state of Israel in its current form is illegitimate and must be "liberated", which
would jeopardize the existence of millions of Jews in this area.

This content was published after October 7, 2023, the day Hamas carried out a massive
terrorist attack on Israel, killing and injuring numerous civilians. Against this backdrop, the
publication of this content becomes even more problematic, as it creates a context in
which violence against Israel is not only justified, but even glorified. No attempt is made
to engage in a nuanced discussion, but instead a clear culprit is named - Israel - and a call
is made for some kind of revolutionary liberation.

The fact that this content was published by the Department of Architecture at ETH Zurich
is contrary to academic standards of critical thinking, nuanced analysis, attitude and the
promotion of open and respectful discourse. The language and imagery of the text are
clearly political and inflammatory and are contrary to the values of a university committed
to truth, research and education.

Furthermore, the text completely ignores the complex historical and political realities of
the Israeli Palestinian conflict and simplifies the situation in a way that serves to incite
hatred against Israel and the Jewish people. The Department of Architecture at ETH
Zurich, as an academic institution, should rather push for a differentiated and fact-based
discussion and not provide a platform for polemical and inflammatory content.

It is also significant that this content was published after October 7, 2023

- a date that is associated with great pain for many Israelis and Jews worldwide due to the
brutal terrorist attacks by Hamas. That such a publication comes from an academic
institution such as the Department of Architecture at ETH Zurich gives the impression that
the institution either does not recognize the significance of these attacks or is even willing
to promote anti-Israeli and anti-Semitic rhetoric.

Overall, this screenshot clearly shows how the Parity Talks at the Department of
Architecture at ETH Zurich have created a platform for content that is clearly anti-Semitic
and incites hatred against the state of Israel and Jews. This contradicts the fundamental
values of an academic institution that is committed to promoting knowledge and critical
thinking. It is imperative that such content is reviewed, and measures are taken to ensure
that its platforms do not contribute to the spread of hatred and violence.
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Why the Agitation of the Department of Architecture at ETH Zurich
Must Be Stopped

The Department of Architecture at ETH Zurich is recognized as a leading academic
institution in Switzerland and worldwide for its scientific excellence, innovative spirit and
contribution to the global research community. It stands for values such as objectivity,
scientific integrity, academic freedom and respect for all people. It is therefore vital that
ETH Zurich's Department of Architecture protects this reputation and ensures that it is not
associated with content that incites hatred and hostility towards certain groups of people.
In particular, the recently published content directed against the State of Israel and the
Jewish people clearly violates ethical and moral principles.

Protection of Aacademic Integrity

The academic institution has a moral and ethical responsibility to provide an environment
that allows for the free exchange of ideas and opinions, without this resulting in hatred,
discrimination or defamation. The dissemination of content that denies Israel's right to
exist, as described in this report and as expressed in the "Parity Talks IV" contradicts the
fundamental values of academic freedom and objectivity. The freedom of research is not
called into question. Academic institutions are places of dialog and enlightenment, not
propaganda and agitation. By tolerating such content, the Department of Architecture at
ETH Zurich is jeopardizing its own credibility and undermining academic discourse.

The depiction of Israel on the aforementioned map, which effectively erases the state, is
a clear signal of delegitimization and agitation. This type of presentation does not lead to
a balanced discussion about the Middle East conflict, but rather exacerbates tensions and
promotes hostility. Such behavior has no place in an institution dedicated to truth, science
and respect for humanity.

Responsibility Towards Society

The Department of Architecture at ETH Zurich is not only a university, but also an
institution that plays an important role in society. As such, it has a special responsibility to
be a role model for ethical behavior and social responsibility. By allowing anti-Semitic and
anti-Israeli content to be published on its platforms, it is not only damaging its own
reputation, but also social cohesion. Such content helps to reinforce existing prejudices
and enemy stereotypes, which ultimately leads to verbal and physical violence and
discrimination.

At a time when anti-Semitism is on the rise worldwide, a leading institution should do
everything in its power to combat any form of discrimination and to combat hatred.
Switzerland has a long tradition of neutrality and respect for all people and cultures. By
disregarding this tradition by promoting such content on its platforms, the Department of
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Architecture at ETH Zurich is not only jeopardizing its reputation, but also the values that
the country stands for.

Threat to International Reputation

ETH Zurich enjoys a high reputation worldwide and is a respected institution for many
international students, researchers and partners. This reputation is based on its scientific
excellence and its commitment to integrity and impartiality. By promoting content that
conveys a one-sided and inflammatory view of the Middle East conflict, ETH Zurich's
Department of Architecture risks permanently damaging this reputation. Academic
freedom does not mean that any opinion or content can be disseminated unfiltered,
especially if this content incites hatred and violence.

International partners and sponsors, including other renowned universities and scientific
organizations, could and will question the collaboration if they see that the Department
of Architecture at ETH Zurich does not take a firm stance against the dissemination of hate
content. It is essential for a world-class institution to clearly distance itself from such
content and ensure that it does not contribute to the spread of hate speech or
discrimination.

Loss of Academic Privileges for Those Responsible

Individuals who deliberately disseminate content that promotes hatred or prejudice on
ETH Zurich's Department of Architecture platforms or encourages its dissemination should
no longer have the privilege of being associated with such a prestigious institution.
Academic institutions contribute not only to the transmission of knowledge, but also to
the shaping of values and responsibility. Students, researchers and teachers should always
act with the awareness that their words and actions have an impact on others.

The dissemination of anti-Semitic or anti-Israeli content fundamentally contradicts the
values of the Department of Architecture at ETH Zurich. It is unacceptable that people
who promote such content remain part of this institution. The public's trust in science and
the academic community is based on them behaving ethically and actively opposing any
form of discrimination. Those who do not respect these values should lose their
connection to ETH Zurich.
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The Department of Architecture at ETH Zurich as a Moral Authority

It is of great importance that it is perceived not only as a scientific authority, but also as a
moral one. In an increasingly polarized world, the Department of Architecture at ETH
Zurich must be a beacon of enlightenment, tolerance and respect. It must show that it is
prepared to take responsibility and act against all forms of hatred and discrimination. This
also means that it takes clear measures when people or groups try to misuse its platforms
to spread hate speech.

Conclusion and Further Investigations

The Department of Architecture at ETH Zurich faces a significant challenge in maintaining
its role as a leading academic institution and continuing to stand up for ethical and
scientific values. It is of the utmost importance that the university takes its responsibility
seriously and takes measures to prevent the dissemination of content that promotes
hatred, hostility or prejudice. In this context, it is necessary that individuals who directly
or indirectly contribute to the dissemination of such content are held legally responsible.
The Department of Architecture at ETH Zurich must ensure that it upholds the ethical
standards expected of it and that it promotes an environment free from discrimination
and prejudice.

This report was prepared by concerned Swiss citizens to highlight the worrying content
and developments in connection with anti-Semitic and anti-Israeli statements at the
Department of Architecture at ETH Zurich.
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