
 

 

September 2, 2026 

 

Dear Representative, 

On behalf of the Combat Antisemitism Movement (CAM), an American non-profit that is one of 

the world's leading organizations dedicated to combating antisemitism at home and abroad, I write 

to express our strong support for H.R. 4795, the Protect Economic and Academic Freedom Act of 

2026.  

It is notable that this legislation passed the House Committee on Education and Workforce with 

bipartisan support during its June 25, 2026 markup. This momentum reflects the depth of support 

for protecting Jewish students in our nation, and CAM is pleased that this important legislation 

will be brought to the floor of the House of Representatives for a vote. 

CAM has closely observed and recorded the alarming rise of antisemitism in our country, a trend 

that has accelerated in recent years and demands a decisive legislative response. For example, 

according to a recent comprehensive study commissioned by CAM’s Antisemitism Research 

Center (ARC), 57% of Jewish Americans experienced antisemitism in the past year, equivalent 

to approximately 3.3 million Jewish adults alongside an estimated 250,000 Jewish children living 

in affected households. The ARC also reported 1,955 antisemitic incidents in the U.S. in 2025, 

with 531 of those being incidents on college and university campuses. Further, academic 

boycotts of Israel, which are antisemitic in their design and discriminatory in their effect, have 

been weaponized to isolate Jewish students, silence Jewish faculty, and cut American 

universities off from invaluable intellectual and research partnerships with Israeli academic 

institutions. The Protect Economic and Academic Freedom Act directly addresses this crisis. 

The legislation, introduced by Representatives Virginia Foxx and Josh Gottheimer, takes a targeted 

and measured approach. By conditioning eligibility for federal funding under the Higher Education 

Act on an institution’s commitment not to engage in nonexpressive commercial boycotts of major 

strategic partners of the United States, a category that includes Israel, Congress would make clear 

that such boycotts are incompatible with the receipt of federal taxpayer dollars. Equally important 

is that the legislation preserves the full scope of expressive and political speech, protecting genuine 

academic freedom while addressing commercial conduct that has no legitimate educational 

justification. 

In addition, the bill requires institutions to further certify they will permit students and faculty 

from major strategic partner countries to participate in academic programs offered by the certifying 

organization under the same terms and conditions applied to students and faculty from other 

countries. These provisions ensure that institutions may not discriminate against academic 

engagement with Israeli institutions, Israeli faculty, and Israeli students. The bill reflects the 

common-sense principle that federally funded universities must treat all of America’s strategic 

https://combatantisemitism.org/cam-news/new-cam-survey-most-us-jews-faced-antisemitism-this-year-as-nation-marks-250th-anniversary/


partners equally. It also ensures that a goal of the Higher Education Act, to expose American 

students to foreign languages and culture, is not undermined.  

As the bill rightly states, limitations on cooperative efforts between American institutions of higher 

education and major strategic partners do not serve the security, stability, or economic vitality of 

the United States. Academic boycotts of Israel harm American students and scholars, weaken vital 

U.S.-Israel research collaboration, and lend the credibility of American universities to a 

discriminatory campaign that singles out the only Jewish state. Ultimately, the Protect Economic 

and Academic Freedom Act sends a strong message that the federal government will not subsidize 

institutional discrimination. 

Swift passage of H.R. 4795 would mark an important step in protecting Jewish students and the 

integrity of the American education system. We are pleased to serve as a resource for you on this 

issue, and thank you for your attention to this urgent matter.  

Sincerely, 

 
 

Alyza D. Lewin 

President, U.S. Affairs 

Combat Antisemitism Movement 

 


